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[571 ABSTRACT

A system and method for recognizing characters in
cursive script is provided in which the script is scanned
to detect word boundaries and words are then seg-
mented into characters. This is accomplished by seg-
menting the script to form an initial portion, the seg-
mentation being performed with reference to its posi-
tion relative to a word boundary. This initial portion is
then compared with a set of reference portions. Subse-
quent portions of the script are taken in sequence and
compared with reference portions until a character is
identified with an uncertainty less than a predetermined
threshold value. A new initial portion is then seg-
mented, with the new initial portion chosen on the basis
of the average width of the character identified and the
comparison process repeated to identify the next char-
acter.
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